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For More Information:

Contact: Lt. Chris Cooper
Winder Police Department
770-867-2156 (non-emergency)
 
               chris.cooper@cityofwinder.com
NEWS RELEASE
April 22, 2016
3:30 p.m.
Winder Police Officers Now Equipped with Overdose Reversal Drug 

The City of Winder Police Department trained its entire staff of police officers, along with several civilian employees, this week on the use of an opioid reversal drug thanks to the assistance of the Medical Association of Georgia (MAG) Foundation and their “Think About It” and “Project DAN” initiatives. DAN is an acronym for Deaths Avoided by Naloxone. Think About It is an initiative to raise awareness of, and reduce, prescription drug abuse. 

The MAG Foundation was established in 1967 to enable physicians to support medical science and public health projects that enhance the quality of life throughout the state. The MAG Foundation is a non-profit, non-stock, 501(c) (3) corporation and supplied each Winder Police Officer with a prescription of Naloxone using funding provided for by the organizations own fundraising efforts. In addition, officers received specific training on the use and application of the product in an effort to save lives caused by opioid and heroin based drug overdoses.    

Naloxone, also commonly referred to as NARCAN, is a prescribed drug that can reverse the effects of opioids/heroin in the human body. By law, health physicians in Georgia can prescribe Naloxone/Narcan in accordance with a physician specified protocol to a person at risk of experiencing an opioid related overdose, a pain management clinic, first responders, a harm reduction organization, or a family member, friend or other person in a position to assist in an opioid related overdose. 
Drug overdoses resulting from opioid based pain killers have been increasing at an alarming rate since early 2000. It is currently estimated that 60% or more of all narcotic overdoses in the United States involve opioid based drugs, according to the MAG Foundation. Recent legislative controls have reduced the accessibility of these prescription based pain medicines. As a result, many users who have become addicted to pain medication are turning to heroin.

The Winder Police Department is one of just a few law enforcement agencies in the state to begin carrying Narcan as a life-saving tool when responding to calls involving drug overdoses. The Barrow County Sheriff’s Office is also working to supply their staff with this product and several of their deputies attended this training as well in preparation to receive it. 

In addition to Naloxone, the Think About It campaign also supplied both the Winder Police Department and the Barrow County Sheriff’s Office with a prescription medication drop box so that any member of the community can come to either location and properly dispose of their unused, unwanted or expired medications. 

This is a combination effort by the MAG Foundation to safely remove unused medications from the community that has the potential to fall in the hands of unintended users as well as to educate communities about drug abuse and amnesty laws for seeking medical help and supplying first responders with a resource to counteract the effects of someone who is experiencing a drug overdose as a result of heroin or opioid based narcotics.  

The Winder Police Department would like to thank the MAG Foundation for their efforts in working with us to fight this nationwide epidemic and for giving us the ability to equip each of our officers with something that will potentially save someone’s life.    
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