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Welcome inside the City of Winder Police Department.  This report highlights our Agency’s 

activities for the 2015 calendar year. 

 
The year 2015 brought change to the Winder Police Department.  In an agency that previous-

ly experienced minimum turnover and only periodic promotions, we experienced huge transi-

tion of personnel through service retirements, medical retirements, resignations and unfortu-

nately a termination.  Furthermore, as a result in the past 12 months we had 11 promotions 

of new supervisors.  To backfill these positions we have hired several new officers.  Some are 

new to the police department and some new to policing altogether.  We continue to focus on 

recruiting and hiring the best qualified personnel to help us continue to grow and improve. 

While we embraced the changes and the positive aspects it brings, we are working through 

the loss of law enforcement experience, knowledge of the City of Winder and supervisory ex-

perience. 

As an agency, we are now younger in experience.  As an example, we had four officers who 

graduated from the Basic Police Academy in 2015 as opposed to numerous other years where 

we did not have any new graduates.  These aspects require us to be intentional and put extra 

effort on training and supervising these officers. 

Change is not really bad.  Times change, technology changes, society changes and yes, Winder 

is changing, but that is good.  We must embrace change and be intentional in addressing the 

changes to make us better. 

Other positive changes for the Winder Police Department in  2015 included a new joint com-

puterized case management system with the Barrow County Sheriff’s Office and the 911 Com-

munications Center, a new joint 700 MHz radio system for all public safety in Barrow Coun-

ty and a new electronic ticket writing system for all our patrol cars.  Again, changes like 

these are good because they help make us safer, more effective and more efficient. 

Please join us as we continue to grow and change in 2016. 

Chief Jim Fullington  678-425-6833  jim.fullington@cityofwinder.com 
Major Ed deVelasco  678-425-6843  eduardo.develasco@cityofwinder.com 
Lieutenant Rob Curott 678-425-6852  rob.curott@cityofwinder.com 
Lieutenant Chris Cooper 678-425-6855  chris.cooper@cityofwinder.com 
Lieutenant David Garrett 678-425-6856  david.garrett@cityofwinder.com 



 

 

Winder Police Department 

Mission Statement 

 

“The Winder Police Department’s mission is to enhance the quality of 

life in our community.  Working cooperatively with the public to prevent 

crime; preserve the peace; enforce laws with respect to the constitutional 

rights of all citizens; reduce fear and provide for a safer community envi-

ronment. 

 

The end result is an efficient and professional department that represents 

and works for the common good of all citizens of Winder.” 



 

 

Winder Police Department 

 Goals and Objectives for Winder Police Department for 2016 

 

Continue to build good community relations between the citizens, business owners and the 

Winder Police Department. 

 1. Continue to develop community oriented policing. 

 2. Train and implement community oriented policing strategies. 

 3. Conduct business and neighborhood checks on a regular basis throughout the

   normal work duties as time allows. 

 4. Host public events such as Public Safety Day, the Child Safety Seat Pro- 

  gram, and the Citizens Police Academy. 

 

Improve communication throughout entire Department. 

 1. We will strengthen our Department by improving communication through 

  out our Department with weekly and monthly meetings to receive and dis- 

  seminate pertinent information at all levels of our Department. 

 2. We will communicate goals and expectations to every level of the Department

  through PowerDMS, in-person meetings and follow-up sessions to ensure  

  accountability. 

 3. We will request input and feedback from all levels of the Department and  

  community to help us grow in conjunction with our City. 

 4.  We will continue to work on communication using our Chain of Command. 

 

Enhance the level and quantity of in-service training. 

 1. Implement in-house POST certified instructors and the PowerDMS program

   to offer more frequent in-house training. 

 2. Enhance the quality of training by networking with outside resources to pro-

  vide the most up-to-date and most researched training material. 

 3. Build training around the needs and the focus of both our officers and com-

  munity. 

 



 

 

Winder Police Department 

 

Goals and Objectives for Winder Police Department for 2016  

(continued) 

 

 

Develop and coordinate intelligence information sharing based on intelligence led policing 

strategies. 

 

 1. Continue building an in-house intelligence gathering and sharing process. 

 2. Train officers on intelligence led policing. 

 3. Continue to coordinate intelligence and information sharing with federal,  

  state and local agencies. 

 4. Develop processes to utilize intelligence to help reduce and solve crimes. 

 

Assist Code Enforcement to Improve the Quality of Life throughout our Community 

 

 1. Educate all officers on common Code Enforcement violations/issues. 

 2. Effectively communicate with Code Enforcement to help assist with problem  

  areas in our Community. 

 

 

 



 



 

Outstanding Employees 

 

Sgt. Rikki Banks 

Kiwanis Club  

Officer of the Year 

2015 

Corporal Seth Roper 

Winder Noon Lion’s Club 

Officer of the Year 

2015 

Theresa Kraus 

Winder Police Department 

Employee of the Year 

2015 



 

Employee Recognition 

 

In October the Department Academic and Service Awards were giv-

en out.  There were two ceremonies to be able to include the whole 

Department including shifts. 



 

Employee Recognition 

 

Officer Jake Thomas 

graduated from the 

Academy on December 

18, 2015.  He was 

awarded the Top Gun 

award at the graduation 

ceremony for having the 

highest firearms  quali-

fication score for his 

class. 

On Veteran’s Day Officers Tim Harrell, Tim Jordan, Justin Cash, 

Ricky Pickren and Tim Gross were honored for their service in the 

military. Also attending the ceremony was Sgt. Jon Yarbrough’s  

Grandfather , Mr. Ernest Walls, a veteran of World War II. 



 

Department Promotions 

 

 

In March 2015 Offic-

ers Rikki Banks, Jon 

Yarbrough and Nick 

Bilik were promoted 

to Sergeant.  They 

are now serving as 

Patrol Shift Supervi-

sors 

In May 2015 Sgt. Chris Cooper was promoted to Lieutenant as Patrol 

Commander, Corporal Ryan Wheeler was promoted to Sgt. and Of-

ficer John Barnett was promoted to Corporal. 



 

Department Services 

 

 

 

Winder Police Department  

Chaplains 

 

In November 2015 the Winder Police Department welcomed two new    

Chaplains to serve the Department.  They are Michael Vernatt II and 

Duncan “Duke” Forster.  They will be available to provide comfort and 

spiritual support to the officers of this Department and to the citizens 

of the community as called upon. 



 

Awards 

 

The Customer Center held a City wide Pumpkin 

Decorating Contest at Halloween 2015.  It was 

for all City Departments and was voted on by the 

customers coming into the Customer Center.  

The Winder Police Department won the contest, 

thanks to Lt. Rob Curott, Sgt. Rachel Love and 

CID Administrative Assistant Alicia Schotter. 



 

Community Programs 

 

Several Winder 

Police Officers 

participated in the 

Public Safety Day 

held in the Target 

parking lot. 

The City of Winder also held a Public Safety Day at the Jug Tavern Park.  Officers 

spent time with children and adults explaining some things they can do to  be safer. 



 

Community Programs 

 

The families attending the Public Safety Day enjoyed being able to see and experience 

sitting in the vehicles provided by the Police Department and talking to the Officers. 



 

Community Programs 

 

 

The Winder Police Depart-

ment participated in the City 

Spooktacular, giving out candy 

and visiting with members of 

the community. 



 

Community Programs 

 

Glenwood Block Party & 

Bike Ride 

Lt. Rob Curott, Det. Gregg 

Teatino and Det. Justin 

Cash joined with the CPA 

Alumni and cooked over 

200 hot dogs & hamburgers 

for the residents and chil-

dren of Glenwood to help 

celebrate the Glenwood 

Block Party sponsored by 

the Winder Housing Au-

thority. 



 

 

Community Programs 

Christmas with a  Cop   2015 

Volunteers from 

the Winder Po-

lice Department   

helped make 

Christmas with a 

Cop 2015 a spe-

cial day for the 

kids. 

Sgt. Rachel Love 

from the Winder 

Police Department 

and Sgt. Faye 

Spaulding from the 

Barrow County 

Sheriff’s Office did 

a great job organiz-

ing the Christmas 

with a Cop. 



 

Community Programs 

 

Alicia Schotter also helped organize the program to include helping  

with breakfast for the group before starting out  for Target to enjoy a 

morning of shopping and Santa Claus. 



 

Community Programs 

 

A Foggy start to a great morning. 



 

Community Programs 

 

The Officers who partic-

ipate and the children 

all have a great time and 

it is so rewarding to 

bring joy to the kids. 



 

Community Programs 

 

Thanks to donations from our Community this event is held every year 

and continues to be one of the most enjoyable events for the Officers 

and children involved. 



2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

2013 2014 2015

YEARLY TRAINING HOURS

 

Training 

 

Winder Police Department Officers received a total of 7661 hours 

of training for 2015. An average of approximately 200 hours per 

person.  The following are some of the certifications completed: 

FTO Training: 

Officer John Barnett 

Officer Wayne Samples 

Officer Tracy Wild 

 

Supervision Certification : 

Det.. James Schiltz 

Cpl. Andrew Wald 

Officer David Page 

Sgt. Rachel Love 



 

Training 

 

On April 22, 2015 several local 

agencies conducted a disaster 

training exercise at Camp Twin 

Lakes Ball field at Ft. Yargo State 

Park. 

Objective:  Each agency was to 

review their policies and proce-

dures for a response to a similar 

event and develop several objec-

tives that they wanted to test 

during the exercise.  

Scenario Overview: National Guard helicopter on a training mission experi-

ences engine failure and radios in to their communications center. Helicop-

ter crash lands in a baseball field at Camp Twin Lakes (Fort Yargo State 

Park). Crew members and several civilians on the ground are injured.  



 

Patrol Division 
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1. Suspicious Person/Vehicle  11. Harassment 
2. Alarm     12. Fraud/Scam 
3. Domestic Dispute   13.  Welfare Check 
4. Theft     14. Shoplifting  
5. 911 Hang Up    15. Refusal to Leave 
6. Dispute—Physical   16. Entering Auto 
7. Juvenile Complaint   17. Shots Fired 
8. Suspicious Activity   18. Terroristic Threats 
9. Damage to Property   19. Assault 
10. Burglary     20. Animal Cases 
 



 

 

Patrol Division 

In 2015 the  Patrol Division completed the following: 

 

Calls for Service—13350 

Citations—3655 

Incident Reports  -  3457 

Warnings—3243 

Accident Reports—604 

Warrants Served—504 



 

Patrol Division 

 

The Patrol Division works 12 hour shifts.  Day shift is 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 

night shift is 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m..  Each shift has 1 Sergeant, 1 Corporal and 

4/5 Officers. 

Patrol also has 2 Lieutenants (the Patrol Commander and the Assistant Patrol 

Commander). 

Patrol handles all Accidents, Traffic and Calls for Service. 



 

Motor Vehicle Accidents 

 

Accident Summary 

 
Total Accidents 2015         604 
Fatalities             3 
Total Injuries           123 
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Motor Vehicle Accidents 
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Police Vehicle Fleet 

Vehicle #   Year   Mileage  

90 Ford Taurus 2002 CID 150765 

103 Chevy Impala 2005 CID 109807 

112 Ford Explorer 1998 CID 204307 

201 Ford Taurus 2006 PATROL 96432 

202 Chevy Impala 2006 PATROL 101451 

206 Chevy Impala 2006 PATROL 106945 

207 Chevy Impala 2006 PATROL 109454 

214 Chevy Impala 2007 CID 97249 

215 Chevy Impala 2007 PATROL 89349 

217 Chevy Impala 2007 PATROL 84239 

225 Ford Explorer 2006 PATROL 82821 

250 Chevy PU 2008 ADMIN 99891 

259 Chevy Tahoe 2009 PATROL 84323 

260 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 74588 

261 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 96280 

262 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 75748 

263 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 91152 

264 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 99765 

265 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 92318 

266 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 81836 

267 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 94401 

268 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 57259 

269 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 78413 

271 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 88876 

272 Chevy Impala 2008 PATROL 80050 

325 Chevy Impala 2009 CID 74149 

326 Chevy Impala 2009 CID 61139 

327 Chevy Impala 2009 CID 81633 

328 Chevy Impala 2009 CID 68672 

349 Chevy Tahoe 2011 PATROL 51501 

350 Chevy Tahoe 2011 PATROL 60112 

361 Chevy Tahoe 2013 PATROL 38335 

362 Chevy Tahoe 2013 PATROL 30416 

366 Chevy Tahoe 2014 PATROL 24313 

367 Chevy Tahoe 2014 PATROL 27133 

368 Chevy Tahoe 2014 ADMIN 17249 

371 Chevy Tahoe 2014 PATROL 24521 

373 Chevy Tahoe 2014 PATROL 28810 

379 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 17574 

380 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 14588 

381 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 10789 

382 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 10051 

383 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 13105 

384 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 12185 

385 Chevy Tahoe 2015 PATROL 10167 

386 Chevy Tahoe 2015 CSI 17197 

392 Kawasaki Mule 2015 PATROL 28 



 

Criminal Investigations 

 

2015 Major Case Investigations 

 

 

On July 9, 2015  the Winder Police Department responded to a call of shots fired 
in the area of a subdivision. Officers responded to the Century Oaks neighborhood where 
gun shots were audible to the officers.  Officers evacuated the general area and set up a 
perimeter around what was thought to be the residence in which the gun fire was com-
ing from. Several complainants/victims were identified as they had bullet holes inside 
their residences. The Barrow County Sheriff’s Office SWAT team assisted in this inci-
dent.  After a brief standoff  Steven Waylon Fincher was apprehended and charged with 
the following: Aggravated Assault (Felony) - 6 counts Cruelty to Children (Felony) - 6 
counts Criminal Damage to Property 1st Degree (Felony) -3 counts and Terroristic 
Threats (Felony) - 1 count.  A search warrant was executed and multiple guns were lo-

cated.  

       

      On September 28, 2015 at approximately 10:45 a.m. Officers responded to a robbery at 
the Community & Southern Bank located on West Athens Street. A white or Hispanic 
male described as having a light complexion entered the bank wearing a white t-shirt, 
baggy white cargo style shorts, a dark in color stocking cap and dark goggle type sun-
glasses.  The man presented a bank teller with a note that asked for cooperation and that 
he did not want to hurt anyone. The man never actually displayed a weapon but asked 

the teller for money and was able to walk out of the bank with $3,300 in cash.  

Approximately one month later, the same man as described before went to the same bank 
and presented another note demanding money ( $5,000.00). A traffic stop was conducted 
on the suspected vehicle that exited the bank after the robbery occurred. Contact was 
made with Jerry Bradley Cowan.  Video surveillance was reviewed and interviews were 
conducted with family members of Mr. Cowan.  A search warrant was executed on said 
vehicle which resulted in obtaining evidence of the robbery. U.S. Currency was located 
and notes that were presented to the teller were also located.  Mr. Cowan was charged 

with Robbery for both of the incidents.  



Four Winder men were arrested on more than 70 criminal charges pertaining to 

entering autos that occurred in several different neighborhoods within the City of 

Winder.  Identifying the suspects was “a team effort” that not only involved night 

time surveillance by police officers for numerous hours, but input from citizens 

who provided descriptions of vehicles seen in their neighborhoods.   

Calvin Cory Barnes, 17, was charged with six counts of entering auto, while his 

brother, Kenny Bryon Barnes, 18, both of Huckleberry Lane in Winder, was 

charged with 35 counts.  Wendall Lee Reeves, 28, also of Huckleberry Lane, and 

Brody Lee Thomas, 19, of Creekwood Road, were each charged with 12 counts.  All 

four were also charged with theft by taking.  Among the items recovered were cell-

phones, GPS devices, laptop computers and tablets as well as credit and debit cards.  

 

 

Below is a picture of the items recovered from these entering autos cases. 

 

Criminal Investigations 

 

2015 Major Case Investigations (Continued) 



 

 

Criminal Investigations 



 

Criminal Investigations 

 

CSI /  Forensic Unit Stats for 2015 

272 Digital Forensic Training Hours at the National Computer Foren-

sic Institute 

Obtained Blackbag Technologies Certified Blacklight Examiner Certi-

fication 

Obtained Cellebrite Certified Logical Operator Certification 

Conducted 117 Cellphone exams, 10 Computer exams and 29 Finger-

print Identifications in criminal cases. 



 

Crime Suppression Unit 

 

 

CSU Stats for 2015 

 

Arrests  -  40 
Search Warrants  -  62 

Vehicles Seized  -  3 
Money Seized  -  $13,431 

 

Residence/
Drugs 

Cell Phone 
Residence/

Other 
Vehicles Facebook Other 

15 27 5 6 4 5 

Search Warrant Breakdown 



 

Support Services 

 

Civilian Support Services for the Winder Police Department consists of 4 

employees that handle a number of functions.  The members of the Sup-

port  Services are an Administration Secretary, the Record’s Clerk, an Ad-

ministrative Assistant/Certification Manager for CID and our T.A.C. Of-

ficer.  They all handle general clerical duties for all the Divisions and the 

Officers within the Department. 

 

 

They also handled the following requests in 2015: 

 

  

 25 Drivers History Checks 

 826  Criminal History Checks for Employment 

 367 Criminal History Checks for Warrant Division 

 189 Criminal History Checks for Business Licenses 

 185 Criminal History Checks for Housing 

 1428 Drivers History Checks for Municipal Court 

 718 Criminal History Checks for Municipal Court 

 711 Pawn Tickets Entered 

 

 

  

 

     



 

 


