
Colorless and Invisible 

Natural Gas is colorless and invisible. When it 

burns, it should appear as a CLEAR, BLUE 

FLAME. Because natural gas has no odor, a 

special chemical called "mercaptan" is added 

to make it easy to detect gas leaks from pipes 

or appliances. The odor is commonly 

described as a rotten egg smell. 

Natural gas is clean burning. When burned 

completely, it produces only water vapor and 

carbon dioxide just as you do when you 

breathe. Natural gas is such a safe and 

dependable fuel that it's easy to take for 

granted. 
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Set your home\ thL'rn1ostat to tile cool<'st 

level you can without making for rooms 

uncomfortabll'. 68" F " thl' rccomnwncll'd 

average sl'lt1ng. Heating bills can drop IJy 

up to 2% for ('Vl'ry degre(' till' tcrmost,1t 1s 

towered. 

Seal up leak drafts around doors and 

windows with weather stripping, caulking 

and door sweeps. Also seal any leaks 01 

gaps 1n furnace ducts that exll'nd through 

unheated IJas••ments or crawlspaces. 

HaVl' your furnace 111spectcd and turn•d by 

an HVAC company every 2-3 years, and 

clean or replace air filters on your furnace 

every 2 months during healing season. 

Your furnace will run more df1c1ently ancl 

use less energy. 

Set your water heater tll•'rmostat to 120 T 

Lowermg 1t from a higher settmg wilt save 

you money. 

Take shorter st1owers, wash clothes 111 mid 

water and don't over-dry cloth111g. 

Purchase high efficient appliances. You may 

pay a little more but the money you save 

on energy will more than pay for the extra 

cost of the appliance. 

Tank -less water heating 1s the most energy 

eff1c1ent way to heat water. It heats the 

water on demand, and you will not run out 

of hot water. 

Turn your thermostat down when you plan 

to be away on trips and vacation. 

Natural Gas Facts 
• Switching to a natural gas heated, water 

heated home saves United States 

consumers more than $5,700 on average 

over 15 years. 

• A gas water heater heats more water per 

hour than electric water heaters-and for 

50 percent less cost. 

• Households with natural gas heating 

(water heating, cooking, clothes drying) 

spend an average of $654 less annually 

than households without natural gas. 

• Natural gas is safe and reliable. The 1.3 

million mile underground natural gas 

pipeline delivery system has an 

outstanding safety record. 

• Maximum heat can be achieved instantly 

with a natural gas range, and contrary to 

an electric range, the cooking stops as 

soon as you turn off the burner. 
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